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GERMAN BOOK OFFICE NEW YORK
The German Book Of® ce (GBO), a nonpro® t initiative 
of the Frankfurt Book Fair, serves as a bridge between 
the North American and German publishing scenes. Its 
primary role is to establish contact between members of 
these industries and to increase the awareness of new 
German titles and authors in both the North American 
book industry and among the reading public. The GBO 
organizes literary events, recommends German readers 
and translators to American publishers, and provides 
information on translation funding. For more information 
about the GBO's activities, visit www.newyork.gbo.org.

GBO RIGHTS LISTS
Twice a year, the GBO presents its Rights Lists of adult 
® ction and non® ction titles to North American publishers 
and editors, providing American editors the opportunity 
to read about new German-languages titles that are 
appropriate for the American market. In addition, the 
GBO's website features identical titles with expanded 
contact information and links to German publishers' 
websites.

TRANSLATION FUNDING
In addition to Geisteswissenschaften International from 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland also offer translation 
funding. For further information about these grants, 
visit www.newyork.gbo.org/en/rights_list/. Additional 
questions about translation funding may be addressed 
to post@gbo.org.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Additional reviews, sample translations, and further 
information can be found on www.litrix.de and www.new-
book-in-german.com.

GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL
With Geisteswissenschaften International: Translation 
Funding for Humanities and Social Sciences from
Germany, the German Publishers & Booksellers Association 
(B!rsenverein des Deutschen Buchhandels), the Fritz 
Thyssen Foundation and the German Federal Foreign 
Of® ce are now rewarding innovative academic works 
on humanities and social sciences written in German 
by providing funding for translation into English. The 
aim is to support a wider international dissemination of 
academic research results from Germany and at the same 
time, to uphold German as an academic language and the 
language of ® rst publications of works on humanities and 
social sciences.

Applications will be accepted from the German publishing 
companies with academic publications in the ® elds of 
humanities and social sciences. They should submit their 
own selection of titles for which a rights option agreement 
is already in place, and provide a brief summary of the 
reasons for their selection. The amount of funding will 
depend on individual cases and actual translation costs. 
Titles to receive funding will be chosen twice a year by 
an independent selection panel made up of academics, 
quali® ed journalists and scienti® c publishers.

Anke Simon, phone: +49 (0) 69 1306-517, E-mail: 
simon@boev.de.

GBO NONFICTION RIGHTS LIST
SPRING 2008

GBO INFORMATION



GERMAN BOOK OFFICE NEW YORK, INC. | 1014 FIFTH AVENUE | FOURTH FLOOR | NEW YORK, NY 10028 | 212-794-2851 | 212-794-2870 | POST@GBO.ORG | WWW.NEWYORK.GBO.ORG 4

He was one of the wealthiest and most powerful princes 
of the Middle Ages ± Henry the Lion (1129-1195), Duke of 
Saxony and Bavaria. Joachim Ehlers takes a look at the 
personality, life and work of this legendary ruler against 
the background of the world of the High Middle Ages, thus 
setting off on a journey of discovery into the fascinating 
world of the twelfth century. 
In this big biography, the renowned mediaevalist Joachim 
Ehlers tells the ever changing of Henry the Lion, who was 
one of the best known and controversial rulers of the High 
Middle Ages. The Welf prince was ® rst a political partner 
and then a bitter opponent of Frederick Barbarossa, and he 
left his mark on the history of the German Empire as few 
of the other mediaeval rulers. Signs and evidence are to be 
found everywhere in the areas once occupied by the prince ± 
around the Residence in Brunswick, on the lower reaches of 

the River Elbe, from the German low mountain ranges to the 
Baltic Sea and, last but not least, in Munich, the city Henry 
founded 850 years ago.
His skillful political, economic and military activities 
allowed Henry to extend his power and wealth, but it was 
not enough to improve his reputation with the other princes 
in the Holy Roman Empire. When, ® nally, he stood up against 
Emperor Frederick Barbarossa, he was stripped of his lands 
and declared an outlaw, his land redistributed and the entire 
Empire went to war against him. Joachim Ehlers, one of the 
greatest authorities on the history of the Middle Ages, tells 
the story of the fascinating life of this power-conscious 
prince and in the process paints a vivid picture of the 
balance of power in the High Middle Ages.

HENRY THE LION

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

In the summer of 1980, Ronald M. Schernikau (1960-1991) 
moved to West Berlin. He was a bright light in literature, 
author of the provocative Small Town Novella. He lunged 
into the nightlife, into the world of cabarets, saunas, discos, 
and met the love of his life. Among his friends, who like him 
wanted to rule the world, is the young playwright Matthias 
Frings. But in one moment he separated himself from the 
others: he was a communist. To the horror of his friends, 
he wanted to become an East German citizen. In the fall of 
1989, he ful® lled his lifelong dream, but only weeks later, 
the wall fell. Along with a dazzling biography, in which 
Elfriede Jelinek, Thomas Hermanns, Marianne Rosenberg, 
Peter Hacks and many others appear, there is an author to 
be found.

THE LAST COMMUNIST

THE LAST CITIZEN OF THE GDR: MATTHIAS FRINGS HAS WRITTEN AN INSIGHTFUL BIOGRAPHY OF THE 
AUTHOR AND COMMUNIST RONALD M. SCHERNIKAU, WHICH WILL JUSTIFY HIS LIFE AND CREATE A DESIRE 
FOR HIS WORK. FAZ

THE DREAMLIKE LIFE OF RONALD M. SCHERNIKAU

MATTHIAS FRINGS
Der letzte Kommunist | Das traumhafte Leben des 
Ronald M. Schernikau | Aufbau Verlag, 488 Pags, 
February 2009 | Rights Contact: Carolina Lehmkuhl | 
lehmkuhl@aufbaumedia.de

JOACHIM EHLERS
Heinrich der L!we | Siedler Verlag, 496 Pages, 
February 2008 | Rights Contact: Gesche Wendebourg 
| gesche.wendebourg@randomhouse.de

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

MATTHIAS FRINGS, BORN IN 1953 IN AACHEN, WAS A 

JOURNALIST, TELEVISION MODERATOR, AND WRITER 

IN BERLIN. HE STUDIED ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND 

LINGUISTICS, AND PUBLISHED THE BOOK MAN LOVE WITH 

ELMAR KRAUSHAAR IN 1981.

JOACHIM EHLERS, BORN IN 1936, WAS A PROFESSOR 

FOR MEDIAEVAL HISTORY IN FRANKFURT AM MAIN AND 

BRUNSWICK AND AT THE FRIEDRICH MEINECKE INSTITUTE 

AT THE FREE UNIVERSITY IN BERLIN. HE HAS PUBLISHED 

NUMEROUS BOOKS AND ARTICLES ON EUROPEAN SOCIETY 

AND HISTORY IN THE EARLY AND HIGH MIDDLE AGES.
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As an artist and a person, Martin Kippenberger always 
sought the extreme, to lead the possibilities of art and life. 
In her biographical portrait, Susanne Kippenberger depicts 
her brother as only she could know him. The author describes 
spectacular moments from his restless life: his childhood in 
the Ruhr, holding together the large family, the open house 
and the artist friends of their parents. But also the simplicity 
of the brothers in his boarding school, the problems in the 
school and his early escape attempts. At 16 he traveled 
to Brazil for the ® rst time, and from there it follows new 
journeys ± ® rst encounters with the arts and music scenes, 
a discontinued arts education in Hamburg, and relocations 
to Florence, Berlin, Paris, and then the great exhibitions. 
Susanne Kippenberger follows this life until the ® nal act, 
his early death in 1997 at the age of 44. She lets friends 
and companions contribute words, and she questions the 

relationship between biographies and works. Her extremely 
personal portrait is a picture of his time and family, a view 
into his community and their art.

KIPPENBERGER

A MONUMENTAL PICTURE OF THE IRRETRIEVABLE COLOGNE CITIZEN OF THE 1980'S. LITERATUREN

AN ARTIST AND HIS FAMILY

One of the central questions of 20th Century history ® nds 
new answers in this book: what precisely was the genesis 
of the murderous anti-Semitism of Hitler and his Nazi 
Party? When the left-wing Bavarian premier Kurt Eisner 
was gunned down in February 1919, the funeral procession 
for the Jewish revolutionary included a certain private by 
the name of Adolf Hitler. Later, he would repeatedly claim 
that he had fervently hated both Jews and socialists ever 
since his time in Vienna. But the truth was different. In 
reality, Hitler had been, as late as 1919, part of the soldier's 
council of Eisner's short-lived Bavarian soviet republic, the 
R!terepublik, which was vili® ed by the right wing as ªJewish 
sovereigntyº. There is no trace of his later anti-Semitism 
to be found before this date. This sensational discovery by 
Ralf Georg Reuth, the respected biographer of Hitler and 
Goebbels, turns our previous understanding of history on 

its head. It was not until 1919, after the brutal destruction 
of the `R!terepublik' and once the conditions of the Treaty 
of Versailles had become known, that Hitler evolved into a 
genocidal anti-Semite. That was the year when the seeds 
of the Holocaust were sown. At long last, Ralf Georg Reuth 
reveals the true story.

HITLER'S ANTI-SEMITISM
CLICHE AND REALITY

RALF-GEORG REUTH
Hitlers Judenhass | Piper Verlag, 240 Pages, 
February 2009 | Rights Contact:  Sven Diedrich | 
Sven.Diedrich@piper.de

SUSANNE KIPPENBERGER
Kippenberger | Der K!nstler end seine Familien | 
Berlin Verlag, 576 Pages, February 2007 | Rights 
Contact: Sabine Oswald | s.oswald@berlinverlag.de

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

RALF GEORG REUTH WAS BORN IN 1952 IN UPPER 

FRANCONIA. HE STUDIED HISTORY AND GERMAN, 

GAINING HIS DOCTORATE IN HISTORY IN 1983. HE IS 

A JOURNALIST AND THE AUTHOR OF NUMEROUS BOOKS 

ON CONTEMPORARY HISTORY, INCLUDING DEFINITIVE 

BIOGRAPHIES OF JOSEPH GOEBBELS, ADOLF HITLER 

AND ERWIN ROMMEL. HE HAS ALSO EDITED GOEBBEL'S 

DIARIES.

SUSANNE KIPPENBERGER, BORN IN 1957, IS THE 

YOUNGEST OF HER PARENTS' FOUR CHILDREN. SHE 

WORKS AS AN EDITOR AT THE BERLIN NEWSPAPER 

TAGESSPIEGEL.
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Authentic, moving, and shocking: ® ve witnesses reported 
how they escaped from the Nazis across two continents. 
This book explains what they experienced and how they 
survived. 
In 1942, a trek of Jewish children reached Palestine, 
stealthily smuggled into the land from the underground 
organization Haganah. Among them were the eleven year 
olds Josef Rosenbaum, Lydia Granoth, Rachel Gera, Uri 
Gefen und Avraham Nencel. Together with thousands of other 
Jewish children, they put their adventure behind them. Since 
1938, they had been  ̄eeing the terror of National Socialism. 
Many were without their parents or other relatives, and they 
traveled from Germany across Poland and Siberia into Iran. 
Only in Teheran were they found by Haganah, and brought 
to the Promised Land going through India and Egypt. Only 
about one thousand children reached Palestine, where many 

of them live today.
For the ® st time, the survivors are telling the unique story 
of their odyssey. They speak of hunger, cold, uncertainty, 
fear and the death of their family member and other 
children. Yet they also recall solidarity and help from the 
native populations, sympathies from the other children and 
unexpected reunions with fathers and mothers thought to 
be dead. And they report the con  ̄icting luck they had to 
survive, while so many others found death. 

CHILDREN'S ODDESY

THE BERLIN AUTHOR JUTTA VOGEL HAS TAKEN THE MARTYRDOM OF THESE CHILDREN OUT OF THE 
PAST AND THE FORGOTTEN MEMORIES. AN INTENSE BOOK¼ WESTDEUTSCHE ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG THE 
DOCUMENTARIAN JUTTA VOGEL HAS WRITTEN A PLEASANTLY LIGHT AND ACCESSIBLE BOOK THAT IS 
ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE FOR YOUNGER READERS AND FOR SCHOOL LECTURES. IT IS AN ENTHRALLING, 
COLLECTIVE ADVENTURE OF HUMAN SURVIVAL UNDER THE MOST DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANCES IN A 
THOUGHTFUL, RESPONSIBLE AND EVEN BRAVE WAY, AND PLACED WITHIN ITS HISTORICAL CONTEXT. 

J!DISCHE ZEITUNG FIVE EXEMPLARY LIFE STORIES ARE TOLD IN THIS BOOK: THEY AMAZE THE READER WITH 
THE BRAVERY AND POWER OF THESE CHILDREN. TACHLES.CH

ON THE RUN FROM THE THIRD REICH IN THE PROMISED LAND

Joseph Roth ± a self-confessed Eastern Jew with an af® nity 
to Catholicism, a paci® st who volunteered to serve in World 
War One, a sometimes committed socialist and soon an 
advocate of a new Habsburg monarchy, analytical journalist 
and narrator of legends about his own life, broad-minded 
moralist and exceptionally gifted polemicist: few 20th 
century writers were as contradictory, or as clever or skilled 
at constantly reinventing their biography and view of the 
world as Roth. Well-known publicist and author Wilhelm 
von Sternburg sheds light on Roth's myth-shrouded self-
perception. He exposes Roth's roots in Eastern Judaism and 
the reasons for Roth's af® nity with the Habsburg monarchy, 
and he traces the melancholic irony and cheerful pessimism 
of this constantly disappointed humanist. He writes of 
Roth's rise, the bitter years of emigration, his determined 

journalistic struggle against Nazi barbarity, of his wife's 
madness and of Roth's physical decline. Von Sternburg also 
makes enlightening references to Kleist, H!lderlin, Heine 
and Kafka and interprets Roth's novels, his homelessness 
and lifelong desire to escape.
This major Roth biography is a rich, absorbingly written life 
history and an exceptionally precise picture of the times. 
Linguistically brilliant and with a profound psychological 
and historical knowledge, Wilhelm von Sternburg links 
Joseph Roth's biography with the story of his work and 
contemporary history. A book that makes you want to read 
everything Joseph Roth has ever written all over again.

JOSEPH ROTH
A BIOGRAPHY

WILHELM VON STERNBURG
Joseph Roth | KiWi Verlag, 400 Pages, February 
2009 | Rights Contact: Iris Brandt | 
ibrandt@kiwi-verlag.de | US Agent: Markus Moffmann 
| markus@regal-literary.com

WILHELM VON STERNBURG, BORN IN 1939, SPENT OVER 
30 YEARS WORKING AS A JOURNALIST IN THE EDITORIAL 
OFFICES OF VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS AND FOR RADIO AND 
TELEVISION. HE WAS ALSO HEAD OF TELEVISION FOR THE 
HESSISCHER RUNDFUNK. SINCE 1993, HE HAS WORKED 
AS A FREELANCE WRITER, PUBLISHER AND FILM AUTHOR. 
STERNBURG HAS WRITTEN BOOKS ON CONTEMPORARY 
HISTORY, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF KONRAD ADENAUER, 
CARL VON OSSIETZKY, LION FEUCHTWANGER, ARNOLD 
ZWEIG AND ERICH MARIA REMARQUE. 

JUTTA VOGEL
Die Odyssee der Kinder | Auf der Flucht aus dem 
Dritten Reich ins Gelobte Land | Eichborn Verlag, 
217 Pages, October 2008 | Rights Contact: Jutta 
Willand | willand@eichborn.de

JUTTA VOGEL, BORN IN 1952, IS A JOURNALIST, FREELANCE 

AUTHOR AND WORDS FOR A PRODUCTION COMPANY IN 

BERLIN. SHE HAS WORKS ON MANY HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

PROJECTS FOR FILMS AND HAS WORKED ON SCRIPTS FOR 

DOCUMENTARIES. SHE SPOKE TO NUMEROUS SURVIVORS 

IN ISRAEL FOR THE ZDF DOCUMENTARY ªTHE CHILDREN'S 

ODYSSEY.º SHE CURRENTLY LIVES IN BERLIN WITH HER 

FAMILY.

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY
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Fritz Bauer is one of the most interesting personalities of 
German postwar history. It is due to him that a detailed legal 
examination of crimes during the Third Reich was launched 
after the end of the Second World War, that led to the epoch-
making Auschwitz trials. It was Fritz Bauer who supplied 
Israel with the decisive tip on the whereabouts of Adolf 
Eichmann. Fritz Bauer, born in 1903 in Stuttgart, earned a 
doctoral degree in law because of his ªsense of libertyº. He 
came from a Jewish family, joined the German Socialist Party 
(SPD) in the 1920s, and was interned in a concentration 
camp after the Nazis seized power. He was able to escape, 
however, ® rst to Denmark and then to Sweden. After the 
war he initially worked as Attorney General of the City of 
Braunschweig and then of the State of Hesse until his 
unexpected death in 1968. Bauer considered indispensable 
an exhaustive exploration of the roots of National Socialistic 

behavior. In a political climate characterized by looking the 
other way and evasion through silence, Fritz Bauer sought to 
raise awareness, conduct of® cial government prosecution 
of Nazi crimes, and to set the legal record straight ± for 
example, with respect to the German resistance movement.

FRITZ BAUER

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

A BIOGRAPHY

Folk groups, which had an ideology that was based on racist 
nationalism, were built shortly after the formation of the 
Reich.  A wide range of different unions and parties gained 
great in  ̄uence in the political discussions of the German 
empire and the Weimar Republic.  The dangerous of their 
xenophobia and anti-Semitic position became obvious 
after the assassination of the Secretary of State Rathenau.  
Eventually the National Socialists tried to integrate the 
groups in their ideology.  Stefan Breuer, expert in the area of 
radical  ̄ows of the 19th and 20th century traces the whole 
spectrum of this national movement. 

THE FOLKS IN GERMANY
IN THE EMPIRE AND THE WEIMAR REPUBLIC

STEFAN BREUER
Die V•lkischen in Deutschland | Kaiserreich und 
Weimarer Republik | WBG Verlag, 294 Pages, 
March 2008 | Rights Contact: Moira Callaghan | 
callaghan@wbg-wissenverbindet.de

STEFAN BREUER, BORN IN 1948, IS A PROFESSOR OF 

SOCIOLOGY IN HAMBURG. 

IRMTRUD WOJAK
Fritz Bauer | Eine Biographie | C.H. Beck Verlag, 
638 Pages, January 2009 | Rights Contact: Susanne 
Simor | susanne.simor@beck.de

IRMTRUD WOJAK WAS BORN N 1963. HER RESEARCH 

FOCUSES ON PERSECUTION, EMIGRATION AND EXILE 

DURING THE NATIONAL SOCIALISTIC ERA, AND ON HOW 

THE LEGAL SYSTEM CAME TO TERMS WITH THESE ISSUES 

IN THE FIRST DECADES AFTER THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 

SHE CURRENTLY DIRECTS THE HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

SECTION AT THE INTERNATIONAL TRACING SERVICE IN 

BAD AROLSEN.

NONFICTION BIOGRAPHY

NONFICTION CULTURAL STUDIES
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The memory of mass crimes constitutes the parameters 
of universal ethics.  For this purpose the memory of the 
Holocaust was causal.  The extermination of European 
Jews had a paradigmatic impact.  In the meantime other 
memories on mass crimes are demanding public recognition.  
Such pluralism of the memories holds a relevant potential 
for con  ̄ict, more so when different experiences of suffering 
have their source in the very same historical event ± World 
War II.   Opposite constellations and rivalry are created ± not 
just between the political cultures of East and West Europe, 
but also and even more so between European and colonial 
memories.  
Dan Diner's Essay deals with the problem of the current 
memory of World War II on a conceptual and historical level.  
In bringing across again that Auschwitz embodies a violation 
of civilization, the assumptions of historical opinions and the 

recognition of the memory are being re  ̄ected.   There are 
seen dramatic differences, even more so opposites between 
Western and non-European cultures ± mainly the Islam.

CONTRADICTING MEMORIES 

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

A HIGHLY CONCENTRATED SUMMARY OF HIS [DAN DINER'S] REFLECTIONS ON THE HISTORICAL MEMORY 
OF THE HOLOCAUST. DIE WELT. IN HIS ESSAY, [DINER] IS ABLE TO DEMONSTRATE PROVOCATIVELY THE 
IMPORTANT AND SO FAR WIDELY OVERLOOKED REMAINING TWISTS OF THE HISTORICAL MEMORY OF 
THE SECOND WORLD WAR AND THE HOLOCAUST, AND JUST HOW THAT OF THE COLONIES INSIGHTFUL IS 
MARKEDLY CONTRARY. DEUTSCHLAND-ARCHIV

ON THE IMPORTANCE AND IMPRESSION OF THE HOLOCAUST 

Italian, French, or English gardens, majestic wildernesses 
or nature preserves, heath, forest, or mountain range; 
they are all landscapes. There are even lunar landscapes, 
urban landscapes, and residential landscapes. Landscapes 
always entail contemplation, making them different from 
nature itself which endures or decays whether we are 
aware of it or not. When we see a landscape we interpret it. 
What is important are the metaphors, moods, and mental 
relationships we associate with the impression a region 
creates. Yet no landscape can be found that consists 
exclusively of cultivation. Even in the exhaustively structured 
landscape of a city or park, natural in  ̄uences still come 
into play. And yet, landscape is never the same as nature. 
For plant ecologist Hansj!rg K"ster, it has evolved over 
millennia, an ever growing history book which we can read 

and continue to write ± as a farmer, planner, or a person who 
ªmerelyº gazes at a landscape and loves it.

BEAUTIFUL PROSPECTS

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

BRIEF HISTORY OF LANDSCAPE

HANSJ!RG K"STER
Sch•ne Aussichten | Kleine Geschichte der 
Landschaft | C.H. Beck Verlag, 127 Pages, January 
2009 | Rights Contact: Susanne Simor | 
susanne.simor@beck.de

HANSJ!RG K"STER WAS BORN IN 1956. HE IS PROFESSOR 

OF PLANT ECOLOGY AT THE GEOBOTANICAL INSTITUTE OF 

THE UNIVERSITY OF HANNOVER.

DAN DINER
Gegenl!u® ge Ged!chtnisse | "ber Geltung 
und Wirkung des Holocaust | Vandenhoeck & 
Ruprecht;, 128 Pages, November 2007 | Rights 
Contact: Christa Bommart | c.bommart@v-r.de

DAN DINER IS HISTORY PROFESSOR AT THE HEBREW 

UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM AND THE UNIVERSITY OF 

LEIPZIG. HE IS THE HEAD OF THE SIMON-DUBNOW-

INSTITUTE FOR JEWISH HISTORY AND CULTURE.    IN 

2006 HE WON THE ERNST BLOCH AWARD AND IN 2007 

THE ITALIAN PREMIO CAPALBIO.  DURING THE ACADEMIC 

YEAR 2004/2005, HE WAS A RESIDENT THE INSTITUTE 

FOR ADVANCED STUDY IN PRINCETON.  HIS RESEARCH 

FOCUSES ON THE JEWISH HISTORY, THE GERMAN 

HISTORY AND THE HISTORY OF THE MODERN ORIENT.  

NONFICTION CULTURAL STUDIES

NONFICTION CULTRUAL STUDIES
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Why are we interested in Gerhard Schr!der's hair color, or 
Silvio Berlusconi's plastic surgery? Philip Manow answers 
this question: because a part of a symbolic meaning 
because their position in democracy was once the spot of 
the king. Not only as the ruling body, but also as the central 
position of the political body in a representative democracy: 
the parliament. As a starting point for his essay on the 
political anatomy of democracy, Manow chooses the form 
of the modern chamber. On the basis of other surviving 
aspects, from immunity from representatives, the publicity 
of parliamentary dealings, to the question of why George 
W. Bush convoy of cars always has identical Cadillacs, he 
comes to the conclusion that the state theories of the Middle 
Ages survive in the modern democracy.

IN THE SHADOW OF KINGS

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

EVEN DEMOCRACY CREATES ITS OWN POLITICAL MYTHOLOGY, SHOWN BY POLITICAL SCIENTIST PHILIP 
MANOW IN HIS ENLIGHTENING, WELL WRITTEN ESSAY ON THE POLITICAL ANATOMY OF THE DEMOCRATIC 
IDENTIFICATION. ¼ WHILE THE KING WOULD LOSE HIS HEAD AT THE END OF AN ANCIENT REGIME, HIS 
BODY LIVES ON IN THE PARLIAMENT TO THIS DAY. IN EVERY PRODUCTION, A CONCRETE POLITICAL ORDER 
FINDS A VOICE. S!DDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

THE POLITICAL ANATOMY OF DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION

It is with fascination that Christian Meier sets out to follow 
the tracks of the ªGreek miracleº, and he has a fascinating 
story to tell. He discovers that in the whole range of life in 
that time ± in epic and lyric poetry, in political thought and 
philosophy no less than in forms of social life, war, sport and 
religious festivals, and right down to the early beginnings of 
democracy ± there was one big common denominator: the 
growing attempts of a people to ® nd compromise, balance, 
understanding and expression in the face of countless 
problems others usually solve by means of the power of 
rule. 
With this book, the successful writer Christian Meier has 
achieved his own objective of showing that writing history is 
a literary art form. His narrative is so clear, comprehensible, 
lively and gripping that the reader completely rediscovers 

and understands the ancient world. This is a work to set 
standards and put in motion a new discussion about 
Europe's roots.

CULTURE FOR THE SAKE OF FREEDOM

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

MEIER PROVIDES AN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION OF WHERE THE ORIGINS OF EUROPE ARE TO BE SEARCHED 
FOR. THIS BOOK IS ALSO A CONTRIBUTION TO THE DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE ORIENTAL INFLUENCES ON 
GREEK CULTURE, DISCUSSIONS THAT HAVE BEEN CURRENT RECENTLY IN THE CULTURE SECTIONS OF 
MEDIA. DIE ZEIT  THIS BOOK¼ PROVES IN THE BEST WAY THE TALENT OF WRITING, WITH SCHOLARSHIP 
AND ESSAYISTIC BRILLIANCE, HISTORY THAT ENDEAVORS TO UNLOCKS A DISTANT PAST FOR OUR TIME. 
DER TAGESSPIEGEL

GREEK BEGINNINGS ± THE BEGINNING OF EUROPE?

CHRISTIAN MEIER
Original Title: Kultur, um der Freiheit willen | Siedler 
Verlag, 368 Pages, January 2009 | Rights Contact: 
Gesche Wendebourg | 
gesche.wendebourg@randomhouse.de

CHRISTIAN MEIER, BORN 1929 IN STOLP, POMERANIA, IS 
A RETIRED PROFESSOR OF CLASSICAL HISTORY AND ONE 
OF THE BEST-KNOWN HISTORIANS IN GERMANY. BETWEEN 
1980 AND 1988 HE WAS THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GERMAN 
ASSOCIATION OF HISTORIANS, AND BETWEEN 1996 
AND 2002 THE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN ACADEMY 
FOR LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE IN DARMSTADT. HE 
HAS RECEIVED MANY IMPORTANT AWARDS FOR HIS 
SCIENTIFIC WORK, INCLUDING THE JAKOB GRIMM PRIZE 
FOR GERMAN LANGUAGE IN 2003. 

PHILIP MANOW
Im Schatten des K•nigs | Die politische Anatomie 
demokratischer Repr€sentation | Suhrkamp 
Verlag, 169 Pages, January 2008 | Rights Contact: 
Petra Christina Hardt | hardt@suhrkamp.de

PHILIP MANOW, BORN IN 1963, IS A PROFESSOR OF 

POLITICAL SCIENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KONSTANZ.

NONFICTION CULTURAL STUDIES

NONFICTION CULTURAL STUDIES
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In our lives they are omnipresent ± as a media ® gure, as an 
object in science and poetry, as a food, as a lucky charm or 
toy.  They are seen as holy or dumb, but are never indifferent 
to us: but after 10,000 years the cattle still remains a 
mystery to us. With the help of oddities and surprising 
discoveries, Florian Werner presents us the cultural history 
of the cow, including pictures and many references.  

THE COW

WERNER'S BOOK IS DESIGNED FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE SCARCELY THOUGHT ABOUT COWS BEFORE, 
ARGUING FOR THEIR IMPORTANCE AND GRACE. BERLINER ZEITUNG THIS BOOK SHOWS THAT EVERYTHING, 
EVERYTHING ABOUT THE COW IS LOADED WITH MEANING ± EVEN THEIR MOOS. ONE OF THE MOST 
BEAUTIFUL CHAPTERS IS ABOUT THE HUMAN INTERPRETATION OF SUCH A SIMPLE AND MYSTIFYING MOO. 
NEUE Z!RCHER ZEITUNG

LIFE, WORK, AND VALUE

Rosine De Dijn narrates the adventurous story of the 
Portuguese luxury cruiser Serpa Pinto, highlighting the 
disasters and absurdities of World War II. In spring 1942, 
the Serpo Pinto brought German National Socialists living in 
Brazil and keen to ® ght for the ªF!hrerº and fatherland back 
to Europe. At the same time, this ship became the last hope 
of escape for Jewish refugees.
In 1942 the Serpa Pinto plied the fateful Atlantic route Rio 
de Janeiro ± Lisbon ± New York. The passengers on the ship 
of Captain Americo Dos Santos could hardly have been more 
different. On the way from South America to Lisbon, the 
Serpa Pinto would take German expats who had emigrated 
to Brazil during the years of in  ̄ation and economic crisis 
ªback to the Reichº, where they wanted to go to war for 
Hitler. The journey from Rio de Janeiro to Lisbon was a luxury 

cruise compared to the Atlantic crossing in the opposite 
direction. This time, the Serpa Pinto became the last hope, 
the ® nal escape for hundreds of refugees leaving Europe via 
neutral Portugal.
The story of the Serpa Pinto shows ± in a kind of micro 
cosmos ± the dramas of the Second World War. On the one 
hand there was the fanaticism of National Socialism, which 
went to such extremes that people left the security of their 
homes in Brazil to set off for war-shaken Europe. On the 
other hand, however, there were people who had irrevocably 
lost their homes and roots and become refugees.

Featured in New Books in German.

THE SHIP OF FATE
RIO DE JANEIRO ± LISBON ± NEW YORK 1942

ROSINE DE DIJN
Das Schicksalsschiff | DVA Verlag, 280 Pages, 
March 2009 | Rights Contact: Gesche Wendebourg | 
gesche.wendebourg@randomhouse.de

ROSINE DE DIJN WAS BORN IN FLANDERS IN 1941 AND 

HAS BEEN LIVING NEAR COLOGNE AS A FREELANCE 

JOURNALIST SINCE 1966. SHE HAS AUTHORED 

NUMEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS FOR BELGIAN RADIO, 

FLEMISH NEWSPAPERS AND GERMAN MAGAZINES, OFTEN 

ABOUT HER NATIVE BELGIUM. SHE HAS ALSO PUBLISHED 

SEVERAL BOOKS, INCLUDING THE ESCAPE OF YUDKA 

KALMAN, THE EMPEROR'S WOMEN, AND LOVE, BURDEN 

AND PASSION.

FLORIAN WERNER
Die Kuh | Leben, Werk, und Wirkung | Nagel & 
Kimche Verlag, 240 Pages, February 2009 | Rights 
Contact: Friederike Barakat | 
barakat@hanser.de

FLORIAN WERNER, WAS BORN IN 1971 IN BERLIN AND 

HOLDS A DOCTORATE DEGREE IN LITERARY STUDIES AND 

IS ALSO A LYRICIST AND MUSICIAN IN THE BAND F"N.  

IN 2005 HE PUBLISHED A VOLUME OF SHORT STORIES 

WIR SPRECHEN UNS NOCH (WE WILL TALK) AND IN 2007 

THE NONFICTION BOOK RAPOCALYPSE: DER ANFANG DES 

RAP UND DAS ENDE DER WELT (THE BEGINNING OF RAP 

AND THE END OF THE WORLD).  HE ALSO WORKS AS A 

JOURNALIST FOR THE WDR.

NONFICTION CULTURAL STUDIES

NONFICTION HISTORY
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Johannes Fried, one of the best Medieval historians of our 
age, describes in his book the fascinating history of those 
people and powers who formed Europe in its intellectual and 
cultural unity, who created the basis for modern nations in 
a tenacious struggle by separating church and state, who 
devised civil liberties, and who set off for new worlds in many 
areas, from science to the discovery of far-off countries.
Individual people, sometimes a pope, sometimes a king, 
sometimes a scholar, missionary or merchant, introduce 
themselves to the reader over the course of the book and 
escort us through their era. They allow us to participate 
in their experiences and con  ̄icts, in their adventures and 
ideas. Johannes Fried's competent narrative skills make the 
supposedly ªdarkº Middle Ages accessible to us, as only few 
historians can. This important work shows us how the much 
berated, exciting centuries of the Middle Ages in actual fact 

paved the way to our modern world. 
A history of the Middle Ages and a wonderful journey into a 
millennium full of creative energies and dramatic con  ̄icts.      

THE MIDDLE AGES
HISTORY AND CULTURE

The mapping of the heavens: In 1609 Galileo Galilei builds 
a telescope in Padua, discovering new celestial bodies and 
mountains on the moon and, along the way, exploding the 
myth that the universe revolves around the Earth. In the 
summer of the same year, Johannes Kepler publishes his 
Laws of Planetary Motion, thereby laying the foundations 
for astral physics. Thomas de Padova, a renowned science 
journalist and quali® ed physicist, sheds new light on this 
historic turning point, bringing it vividly to life. The ® rst 
to draw on their riveting but hitherto largely neglected 
correspondence, this brilliantly written book describes 
the extraordinary relationship between these contrasting 
characters: Galileo, brought up in an artistic environment, 
approaches his research with a playful, tinkering and 
experimental attitude; Kepler, on the other hand, is a 

learned, meticulous scientist, devoting himself to redrafting 
the blueprint of the cosmos. Although their approaches are 
so different, their goal is ultimately the same: to reach for 
the stars.

2009 is the International Year of Astronomy. It has been 400 
hundred years since Johannes Kepler and Gallileo Galilei 
revolutionized our knowledge of the world.

REACHING FOR THE STARS
KEPLER AND GALILEO MAP THE HEAVENS

THOMAS DE PADOVA
Das Weltgeheimnis | Kepler, Galilei und die 
Vermessung des Himmels | Piper Verlag, 320 
Pages, March 2009 | Righst Contact:  Sven Diedrich 
| Sven.Diedrich@piper.de

THOMAS DE PADOVA WAS BORN IN 1965. HE STUDIED 
PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY IN BONN AND BOLOGNA, 
AND WAS SCIENCE EDITOR FOR THE TAGESSPIEGEL 
UNTIL 2005. INSPIRED BY THE HITHERTO NEGLECTED 
CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN KEPLER AND GALILEO, HE 
RESEARCHED HIS BOOK REACHING FOR THE STARS BY 
VISITING THE SITES WHERE HIS SUBJECTS LIVED AND 
WORKED, INCLUDING KEPLER'S BIRTHPLACE WEIL DER 
STADT, AS WELL AS PRAGUE, FLORENCE AND PADUA. 
THOMAS DE PADOVA LIVES IN BERLIN.

JOHANNES FRIED
Das Mittelalter | Geschichte und Kultur | C.H. 
Beck Verlag, 580 Pages, September 2008 |  Rights 
Contact: Susanne Simor | susanne.simor@beck.de

JOHANNES FRIED IS PROFESSOR OF MEDIEVAL HISTORY 

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF FRANKFURT. IN 1995 HE RECEIVED 

THE DISTINGUISHED HISTORIAN PRIZE FOR HIS WORK, IN 

2006 THE SIGMUND FREUD PRIZE FOR HIS SCIENTIFIC 

PROSE. 

NONFICTION HISTORY

NONFICTION HISTORY
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Moscow, 1937: it is a decisive year, not just for the Soviet 
capital. It marks the zenith of Stalin's dictatorial regime, 
as a society disintegrates in a storm of violence. Schl!gel 
visits the sites of show trials and executions, reconstructing 
how the terror of the state-of-emergency regime escalated 
into the Great Terror, claiming the lives of 1.5 million within 
a year. But the death toll does not tell the whole story. 
In the shadow of the terror it was creating, the regime 
intended to build a new society. Extreme acts of violence 
juxtaposed with optimistic euphoria, mass murder alongside 
Hollywood-style Soviet cinema, megalomaniac building 
projects with the Gulag just beyond the city gates, aviation 
mythology and mass denunciations ± these are the dramatic 
contradictions that characterized Moscow in 1937. With the 
aid of countless documents, including newspaper reports, 

city maps, memoirs and court records, Schl!gel's magnum 
opus describes a period in time when terror and dreams 
converged, the boundaries becoming ever more blurred. 
Schl!gel tells the story of a lethal synthesis, where there 
was no safety for anyone: no one could be sure they would 
not be swallowed up in the maelstrom of violence ± not even 
those who were nominally in charge and wielding power.

TERROR AND DREAM

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

MOSCOW 1937 

KARL SCHL!GEL
Terror und Traum | Moskau 1937 | Carl Hanser 
Verlag, 816 Pages, September 2008 | Rights 
Contact: Friederike Barakat | barakat@hanser.de

Rights Sold To:
Russia (Rosspen), Sweden (Natur och Kultur)

KARL SCHL!GEL BORN IN 1948, TEACHES EASTERN 

EUROPEAN HISTORY AT THE EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY 

VIADRINA FRANKFURT (ODER). HE HAS BEEN AWARDED 

NUMEROUS PRIZES, AMONG OTHERS THE LESSING AWARD 

OF THE CITY OF HAMBURG IN 2005.

NONFICTION HISTORY

In the autumn of 9BC the army of Publius Quinctilius Varus, 
legate of Caesar Augustus, an army made up of over three 
legions, or over 18,000 men, was ambushed and within a 
few days was completely wiped out by Germanic soldiers. 
This bloody event, known as The Battle in Teutoberg Forest 
was one of the worst and most serious defeats ever suffered 
by Rome. There were many long-term consequences of this 
defeat, including the end of expansion of the Roman Empire, 
the Germanic tribes to the right of the Rhine were saved 
from being Romanised and the Rhine became the border 
between the Romans and the Germanic tribes. Reinhard 
Wolters is an expert on Roman-Germanic relations and is 
thoroughly acquainted with the historical, philological and 
archaeological sources to the Varus catastrophe. In his 
fascinating book, he reconstructs the political background 
and the military events, throws light on the question of 

location, describes the main characters - Arminius and 
Varus - gives a wellinformed and accessible description of 
the contemporary importance of the dramatic events and 
sketches their continued existence in our cultural memory.

THE BATTLE IN TEUTOBERG FOREST

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

ARMINIUS, VARUS AND ROMAN GERMANIA

RICHARD WOLTERS
Die Schlacht im Teutoburger Wald | 
Arminius,Varus und das r!mische Germanien | 
C.H. Beck Verlag, 255 Pages, August 2008 | Rights 
Contact: Susanne Simor | susanne.simor@beck.de

PROFESSOR RICHARD WOLTERS IS ANCIENT HISTORY 

HISTORIAN AND ARCHAEOLOGIST, AND IS DIRECTOR 

OF THE NUMISMATIC POST AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 

T"BINGEN.

NONFICTION HISTORY
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This fascinating work deals with the pre-modern theories of 
procreation, describing how genetics came to the forefront of 
the emerging science of biology during the 19th century, and 
following the development of classic and molecular genetics 
in the 20th century. The book closes with an overview of 
cutting-edge developments in genome research.

INHERITANCE 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE NATURE OF INHERITANCE BY THESE TWO AUTHORS IS NOT REDUCED TO SOCIAL 
AND POLITICAL INTERESTS, BUT RATHER AN INDIVIDUAL CULTURAL PICTURE THAT IS CONSISTENTLY 
EXCHANGING IDEAS WITH TECHNOLOGY, ART, OR POLITICS. ¼THIS BOOK IS RECOMMENDABLE BECAUSE 
OF ITS READABILITY AND ITS CONTEMPORARY THEORETICAL LEVEL. FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG

HISTORY AND CULTURE OF A BIOLOGICAL CONCEPT

STAFFAN M!LLER-WILLE
HANS-J"RG RHEINBERGER
Vererbung  | Geschichte und Kultur eines 
biologischen Konzepts | S. Fischer Verlag, 348 
Pages, February 2009 | Rights Contact: Kerstin
Schuster | kerstin.schuster@® scherverlage.de | US
Agent: Barbara Perlmutter | 
barbara.perlmutter@bpbooks.net

STAFFAN M!LLER-WILLE STUDIED PALAEONTOLOGY AND 
GEOLOGY IN BERLIN. HE WAS PROMOTED TO PROFESSOR 
IN PHILOSOPHY. TODAY HE WORKS AT THE CENTRE FOR 
GENOMICS IN SOCIETY DER UNIVERSITY OF EXETER.
HANS-J"RG RHEINBERGER STUDIED PHILOSPHY AND 
BIOLOGY AT THE FU BERLIN, WHERE HE WAS ALSO 
PROMOTED TO PROFESSOR. SINCE 1997 HE HAS BEEN 
MEMBER OF THE SCIENTIFIC BOARD OF THE MAX PLANCK 
SOCIETY AND DIRECTOR OF THE MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE 
FOR HISTORY OF SCIENCE IN BERLIN.

NONFICTION NATURAL SCIENCE

How did we get here? Who are we? Where are we going? 
Gerhard Neuweiler gives clear and provocative answers to 
these questions. He places man where nature has carried 
him ± to the peak of evolution. 
In evolution, there can be ± according to the prevailing 
doctrines ± no progress. The term does not even appear in 
important books about evolutionary research, and the well 
known biologist Stephen Jay Gould considers progress to 
be a social ® ction. Even Darwin dismissed the progress sin 
evolution, but was in  ̄uenced by the fact that in the course 
of geological periods younger organisms become superior to 
older ones. One must keep their eyes shut in order to avoid 
seeing progress in evolution. 
Neurobiologist Gerhard Neuweiler shows how evolution of 
bodies has traveled from simple to complex since the ® rst 

organisms. This progress reaches its peak in the human 
brain. Evolution is emancipated through humans, because 
man is the only life form that can take the tools of evolution 
into its own hands and contrast the natural world with their 
own, human world.  

WE ARE IT

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

THE CROWN OF EVOLUTION

GERHARD NEUWEILER
Und wir sind es doch | Die Krone der Evolution | 
Wagenbach Verlag, 272 Pages, September 2008 | 
Rights Contact: Petra Biesenkamp | 
mail@wagenbach.de

GERHARD NEUWEILER, PROFESSOR IN FRANKFURT 

AND PROFESSOR EMERITUS IN 2003 IN MUNICH, HAS 

MOSTLY DONE RESEARCH IN THE FIELD OF BEHAVIORAL 

NEUROBIOLOGY. FROM 2000-2001, HE HAS WRITTEN 

A TEXTBOOK ON COMPARATIVE NEUROBIOLOGY AT THE 

SCIENCE COLLEGE IN BERLIN.

NONFICTION NATRUAL SCIENCE
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Do plants have emotions?  Do they feel pain?  Are they able 
to see, to hear, do they have a vision about the future?  More 
and more scientists attest that plants have a special kind 
of intelligence. Joseph Scheppach presents astonishing 
phenomena of the  ̄ora and opens up the mysterious lives 
of plants for us. 

THE SECRET CONSCIOUSNESS OF PLANTS

SCIENTIFIC AUTHOR JOSEPH SCHEPPACH HAS COLLECTED MORE FANTASTIC EXAMPLES FROM THE WORLD 
OF THE SENSIBLE GREENS IN HIS NEW BOOK. S!DDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

JOSEPH SCHEPPACH
Das geheime Bewusstsein der P  ̄anzen |  
Botschaften aus einer unbekannten Welt  | 
Michael Meller Literary Agency, 288 Pages, 
February 2009 | Rights Contact: Michael Meller | 
m.meller@melleragency.com

JOSEPH SCHEPPACH, BORN IN 1952, IS A SCIENTIFIC 

EDITOR WITH THE MAGAZINE P.M. AND THE AUTHOR 

OF COUNTLESS NATURE AND TECHNOLOGY BOOKS. HE 

CURRENTLY LIVES IN EBENHAUSEN NEAR MUNICH.

NONFICTION NATRUAL SCIENCE

MESSAGES FROM AN UNKNOWN WORLD

What drives us? Klaus-J!rgen Gr!n, as a management 
advisor and amateur pilot who trusts himself taking risks, 
is advocating for the recognition of fear not as a danger, but 
rather as a prerequisite for a successful life. Our lives are 
shaped by countless fears, emotional rebuffs and exposure. 
In contrast we undervalue real dangers, either from road 
traf® c or atomic technology. As the world becomes more 
complex, it becomes increasingly dif® cult for individuals to 
contain the threats and avoid them, especially since fear 
and skepticism are interpreted as a sign of weakness by 
the masses. Researchers estimate that about 100 billion 
Euros are lost because managers and staff are afraid of 
possible risks. Gr!n pleads in his book for a knowledgeable 
and constructive method to ease fears so that potential can 
be set free.

FEAR
THE USE OF A FEARED FEELING

KLAUS-J!RGEN GR!N
Angst | Vom Nutzen eines gef!rchteten Gef!hls 
| Aufbau Verlag, 310 Pages, April 2009 | Rights 
Contact: Carolina Lehmkuhl | 
lehmkuhl@aufbaumedia.de

KLAUS-J!RGEN GR!N TEACHES AS A PROFESSOR AT 

FRANKFURT UNIVERISTY, AND ACTS AS THE DIRECTOR 

OF THE PHILOSOPHICAL COLLEGE FOR MANAGEMENT IN 

POLITICS, MEDIA, AND BUSINESS. HE CURRENTLY LIVES 

IN FRANKFURT AM MAIN.

NONFICTION PHILOSOPHY/PSYCHOLOGY



GERMAN BOOK OFFICE NEW YORK, INC. | 1014 FIFTH AVENUE | FOURTH FLOOR | NEW YORK, NY 10028 | 212-794-2851 | 212-794-2870 | POST@GBO.ORG | WWW.NEWYORK.GBO.ORG 15

The in-depth analysis that is undertaken in this book deals 
with a phenomenon known to us all. Its beginnings date 
back to at least the Late Stone Age, it was already treated 
professionally in antiquity, but was only ® rst subjected 
to scienti® c standards in the 20th century: Dreams. We 
dream when we have stopped thinking, yet dreams are not 
the absence of thought. They are created from a thinking 
beneath thinking. Their mass-medial external form is ® lm 
which draws the observer into a kind of daydream state. 
Dreams themselves are, however, the paragon of the inner 
self. Only those who are self engrossed can dream. There is 
a historical moment in which these contradictions met in 
an explosive way. The ® rst ® lm was shown in Paris in 1895. 
Meanwhile in Vienna, ªthe secret of dreams was revealed 
to Dr Sigmund Freud on the 24th of July 1895.º Christoph 
T!rcke considers this coincidence to be the starting point of 

a philosophical mental archaeology of dreams, which aims 
to uncover the primary processes of our thinking and our 
cultural education.

THE PHILOSOPHY OF DREAMS

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

Occultism is the collective name for a number of neo-
heathen, esoteric and theosophical currents that affect, 
move and threaten people. Especially since the 18th century, 
occultism has been going through a period of popularity that 
is unbroken to this day. Sabine Doering-Manteuffel tells the 
history of occultism from the late Middle Ages until the 
present day.
In 1726, like many of his colleagues, the English printer 
John Bagnall from Ipswich sent an exciting piece of news to 
press: on six pages of cheap paper was set out the story of a 
woman who was said to have given birth to rabbits and cats' 
legs. For the medical profession it was a clear-cut case: the 
woman was a swindler. But the imagination of the people 
caught ® re. The press greedily picked up the story, and the 
report of the allegedly miraculous birth developed into a 

wandering legend that in the 20th century has even left its 
mark in encyclopedias and on the Internet.
Using this and other accounts of poltergeists, miracle 
healers and corn circles, ethnologist Sabine Doering-
Manteuffel describes the rapid spread of occult ideas as a 
result of the invention of printing, and how occult thinking 
has developed down the centuries, right down to the present 
day, and in the various media. Her history of occultism 
covers the range from Arab literature on alchemy, through 
witchcraft and belief in miracles to the World Wide Web as 
an occult medium which, with its anonymity and ubiquity, is 
a particularly effective tool in serving collective yearnings 
and spiritual needs of the present day.

THE OCCULT

TRANSLATION FUNDING GUARANTEED BY GEISTESWISSENSCHAFTEN INTERNATIONAL 

SABINE DOERING-MANTEUFFEL, PROFESSOR FOR EUROPEAN ETHNOLOGY IN AUGSBURG, HAS WRITTEN 
A BOOK ABOUT THE DEVIL AS A VIRTUOSO OF THE MEDIA, FOLLOWING HIM DAUNTLESSLY FROM THE 
GUTENBERG ERA INTO THE INTERNET. ¼ IT IS ALWAYS WHEN THE BOOK TAKES TIME TO TELL A STORY THAT 
IT IS AT ITS BEST.  S!DDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG  IN HER BOOK THE OCCULT, SABINE DOERING-MANTEUFFEL SHOWS 
THAT, FROM THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD UP TO TODAY, SUPERSTITION, NONSENSE, AND IRRATIONALITY 
HAVE BEEN TRANSMITTED BY THE VARIOUS MEDIA. DEUTSCHLANDRADIO KULTUR

A SUCCESS STORY IN THE SHADOW OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT

SABINE DOERING-MANTEUFFEL
Das Okkulte | Eine Erfolgsgeschichte im Schatten 
der Aufkl•rung. Von Gutenberg bis zum World Wide 
Web | Siedler Verlag, 352 Pages, February 2008 | 
Rights Contact: Gesche Wendebourg | 
gesche.wendebourg@randomhouse.de

SABINE DOERING-MANTEUFFEL, BORN IN 1957, IS 

A PROFESSOR OF EUROPEAN ETHNOLOGY AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF AUGSBURG. SHE HAS BEEN EXAMINING 

THE PHENOMENON OF OCCULTISM IN EUROPE AND THE 

USA FOR MANY YEARS AND HAS DONE RESEARCH ON THE 

SUBJECT IN WASHINGTON, CHICAGO, LONDON AND PARIS.

CHRISTOPH T!RCKE
Philosophie des Traums | C.H. Beck Verlag, 240 
Pages, September 2008 | Rights Contact: Susanne 
Simor | susanne.simor@beck.de

CHRISTOPH T!RCKE IS PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY AT 

THE ACADEMY OF VISUAL ARTS, LEIPZIG.

NONFICTION PHILOSOPHY/PSYCHOLOGY

NONFICTION RELIGIOUS STUDIES
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In building, forming and designing, especially of cult-
constructions people always and in all cultures developed 
strategies to overcome fear.  They created works and 
forms that express the concern of higher things.   The book 
illustrates phenomena of religious behavior and draws on 
archeology, history of art, theology, ethnology, behavioral 
science and parapsychology. 
The ® rst chapter deals with the ªhouse ± as a source of 
strengthº and emanates from the burial in the Neolithic 
dwellings the Anatolian Catal H!y"k (7. Jh. v. Chr.).  The 
second addresses references on life concerning ideas of the 
skies, as it appears in old oriental sources of scriptures, 
folk phenomena and in ancient religious traditions up 
until now.  The central point of the third chapter lies in the 
laying of the foundation stone, which can contain different 
elements of healing of origins, transitions and existential 

barriers:  the selection of positive planetary con® guration, 
the ideal cleaning of the trench, the consecration of the 
grounding in storing relics and gemstones.  The rituals vary 
their outer appearance in millenniums, but never lose their 
transcendent references.   A fundamental contribution to the 
history of rituals, to the discussion of the term `relevance' 
in the history of architecture and to the understanding of 
religious archetypes in the history of art. 

HOUSE, TEMPLE, AND CHAPEL
OBSERVATIONS ON THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF RELIGIOUS BEHAVIOR

FRIEDRICH M!BIUS
Wohnung, Tempel, Gotteshaus |Beobachtungen 
zur Anthropologie religi•sen Verhaltens | Schnell 
& Steiner, 336 Pages, November 2008 | Rights 
Contact: post@schnell-und-steiner.de

FRIEDRICH M!BIUS WAS PROFESSOR FOR THE HISTORY 

OF ART FROM 1976-91 IN JENA.  HIS FOCUSES WERE 

IN MEDIEVAL HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE, THEORY OF 

CULTURE, AND METHODOLOGY OF THE HISTORY OF ART.  

HE CREATED AN INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH GROUP 

FOR ICONOGRAPHY AND ICONOLOGY, WHICH BECAME A 

FORUM FOR DISCUSSIONS ON METHODS IN GERMANY IN 

THE 1980S. 

NONFICTION RELIGIOUS STUDIES

What is the link between Waldorf schools, organic tomatoes, 
Weleda-healing lotions, air-trade chemists and Otto Schily 
and Christian Morgenstern? The anthroposophy of Rudolf  
Steiner. The Anthropological Society established by Steiner 
between 1900 ±1925 has been the most in  ̄uential esoteric 
community in European history. Helmut Zander has now 
written the ® rst history of antroposophy and theosophical 
milieu between 1884 ±1945. Zander examines Steiner's 
theosophical world-view-products between 1900 and 1914, 
the anthropological dance (Eurythmy) and architecture. 
The study assesses practical ® elds such as social theory, 
pedagogy, medicine and farming existing from1918 until 
today and makes links to current social problems.
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